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WHAT IS YOUR NAME? 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 8:26-39 

Jesus Heals a Man with a Demon 

26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 

27 When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had 

demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but 

among the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and 

said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 

God? I beg you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to 

come out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard 

and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by 

the demon into the desert.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he 

said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to 

command them to depart into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding 

there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them 

permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the 

herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. 

 

34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and 

in the country. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came 

to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And those who had seen 

it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37 Then all the people 

of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they 

were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from 

whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him 
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away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for 

you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had 

done for him. 

 

 

I was watching an episode of Daredevil recently. It’s a TV show, a television 

adaptation of the comic book by the same name. In this episode of Daredevil, main 

character Matt Murdoch goes to see his priest… a Roman Catholic priest. Matt asks 

him point blank, “Do you believe the devil exists?” The priest says that when he was in 

the seminary he did not believe in the devil. But then, he tells a story of when the 

church sent him to do work in Rwanda. While there, he became good friends with a 

Rwandan man, who was both a local leader and a Tutsi.  

 

This Rwandan was a good man, who was willing to help anyone, whether they were 

Tutsi or Hutu. It made no difference to him. He was well respected by everyone in his 

community. Well, when the Hutus began to genocide the Tutsis, soldiers were sent to 

kill this good man, also. But the man was so well loved and respected by the Hutus 

that they would not kill him. The soldiers reported back to their commander that they 

could not bring themselves to kill this good man. Well, their commander decided to go 

and meet this man for himself. He went to this man’s home, and they talked for three 

hours. Then, after their delightful conversation, the commander drags this good man 

outside and kills him in front of his wife and children and the whole village. Then, he kills 

the man’s wife and his children. The priest finished his story by saying, “That day, I saw 

the devil. I believe that the devil walks among us.” 

 

Indeed, the Bible speaks of the devil in that way. “Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” Does the devil eat people? No, but 

the devil does use people to do horrific things, to perform great evil like the killings that 

occurred last weekend in Orlando.  Sometimes, the devil enters a person’s heart. But in 

the Bible we read of times when the devil’s angels entered a person’s body. As in the 

case of this man that Jesus met on the eastern shore of Galilee.  
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Jesus and His disciples had just sailed across the lake. As soon as they got out of their 

boat, a man from the nearby town of Gergasa met them. Now, this man was so 

violent, so dangerous, he had to be chained and shackled like some monster. But 

even chains could not hold him, because many demons were inside this man’s body. 

And now those demons caused him to cry out at the sight of Jesus, “What do you 

have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” Jesus then asked the man, 

“What is your name?”  

 

What is your name? Names are so essential to us as human beings. Names say who 

people are. If someone is asked, “who are you,” they typically reply by saying their first 

and last names.  

 

This man, this demon-possessed man, also had a first name and a last name. He had a 

first name, like Simon or Joseph. He had a last name, like ben-Zechariah or ben-Saul or 

ben-Levi. When he answered Jesus’ question by saying his name was Legion, 

everyone there that day knew that wasn’t his real name. A legion was a Roman army 

unit made up of about 6000 soldiers. That is a lot of soldiers. Well, it was many demons 

that had entered this man, the Bible says. Legion would serve as the devil’s name. But 

it wasn’t this man’s name.   

 

However, let a man or a woman or a group of people become the target, the focus 

of anger and hate, and out come the names, and the labels, and the name-calling, 

and the demonizing. Folks will talk about that man, that woman, that group as if they 

were talking about the devil himself. “Why, they’re an abomination!” “Those 

Republicans.” “Those Democrats.” “Those Gays.” “Those Muslims.” “Those conservative 

Christians.” “Those redneck Fascists.” “Those pinko commies.” “Those Black people.” 

“Those Hispanics.”  Then to those labels are added bad words, angry words, foul 

nicknames, disrespectful words, spoken either out loud, or under our breath, or in our 

heads. Why? Because of anger and hate. The person or group that is targeted is 

spoken of as if they were the devil, or as just they, them, those people.   
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Well, Jesus stood before a man of whom He could have said, “He’s not like us. He’s not 

one of us.”  Here before Him stood a man who was so full of the devil as to practically 

be the devil in the flesh. How did Jesus speak to him? Whatever bad words, angry 

words, foul names, or disrespectful words Jesus was tempted to call this man or to think 

about this man, Jesus asked him his human being name, as one human being to 

another human being. “What is your name?” 

 

The crucified and risen Christ, the Son of the Most High God asks you that very question 

today. What is your name? Not, what is the label of those with whom you side? Not, 

what is the label you give yourself whenever you fill out a form and they ask you about 

your race, and you check one of the blocks? But what is your name? The name by 

which you were baptized!! The name by which you were asked, “Do you renounce 

the devil and all his works and all his ways?” The name by which you were called when 

by the Word of His baptismal promise Jesus drove the devil out of you and filled you 

instead with the Holy Spirit. What is your name? Not, what is the label you give yourself 

when you go to the polling place? But what is your name, the name that was on 

Jesus’ lips when He wrapped His protecting arms around you at the cross in His love, 

grace, and mercy?  

 

A story came out this week about the Newtown, Connecticut kids, or the Sandy Hook 

children, or whatever label has been placed upon them and their parents. It was a 

story I had not heard before. It was told during Senator Murphy’s filibuster this past 

Thursday. As the story goes, on that horrific day when Adam Lanza entered Sandy 

Hook Elementary School and suddenly burst into the classroom of teacher Anne Marie 

Murphy, instead of trying to escape, she wrapped her arms around a six-year-old boy 

in her class, Dylan Hockley, in one last effort to protect him, an autistic child, a child 

with a label.  

 

On the cross, that is what Jesus did for you and for every child and adult killed at 

Sandy Hook… and for every person killed in Orlando last weekend… including their 

killers. As to their eternal destination, that is another matter. But regardless of where 

these souls end up, Jesus died for them, for all of them.  In spite of the label that all of 

us deservedly bear, the label of Sinner… Jesus extended the arms of His mercy and 

grace for all of us.  
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What is Jesus’ name? Does His name mean judge, jury, plaintiff, or prosecutor? Indeed, 

the devil’s name, Satan, means accuser, prosecutor. But what about Jesus’ name? 

What does it mean?  

 

It means Savior.  

 

Save is what Jesus did for that man full of demons. By His Word, Jesus drove all of the 

demons out of that man and into a herd of pigs. When folks from the nearby town 

came out to see what had happened, they saw this same man sitting at the feet of 

Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. If asked, he could once more say his real name.  

 

You see, no matter what labels are put on people, no matter what excuses are made 

to put such labels on people, each one has a name. Each one is a person.  

 

In the priest’s story, they tried to put the tribal label of Tutsi on a man in Rwanda to 

justify whatever it was they thought should be done to him. But he had a name. Gahiji.  

 

Each child and teacher killed at Sandy Hook had a name.  

 

Each young man or young woman killed at that bar in Orlando last weekend had a 

name.  

 

Each one had a name that was on Jesus’ lips when He died to extend God’s grace 

and mercy to them. A name that was spoken by Jesus in the same breath as yours.     

 

Amen 

 


